
 
The 10 Retirement Illusions 

…And How They Mess Everything Up 

What if everything we’ve been told about retirement is quietly working against us? 

In this bold, insightful, and entertaining keynote, Dan dismantles the myths we’ve built 
around retirement, one illusion at a time. From the belief that “retirement is the goal” to 
the idea that “the numbers will make you feel safe,” this talk reframes retirement not as a 
reward, but as a reinvention. 

It’s part reality check, part call to action and completely unforgettable. 

 

What You’re Getting 

• A myth-busting journey through the 10 biggest retirement illusions (and why they 
feel true but fail us) 

• A complexity-based perspective that shows why traditional planning tools fall short 
and what we can do instead 

• Practical tools and reframes to help people design a retirement that feels aligned, 
meaningful, and alive 

• A keynote that makes you laugh, reflect, and reimagine what retirement can be, 
not just what you’ve been sold 

 

Who It’s For 

• Financial professionals who want to connect planning to purpose and bring real 
emotional intelligence to their client conversations 

• Members of the public approaching (or already in) retirement who want more than 
just a pension and a plan, they want a life 

• Events, conferences, and workshops that explore longevity, ageing, wellbeing, 
financial life planning, and reinvention 

 

 



What I Bring to the Stage 

• Clarity, humour, and insight, delivered with warmth, storytelling, and zero jargon 
• A unique lens grounded in complexity theory, behavioural insight, and human truth 
• Real-world experience with retirees, planners, and the messy middle of life after 

work 
• A message that challenges assumptions, sparks better conversations, and sticks 

 
 
Why It Resonates 

Because retirement isn’t just a financial event, it’s a complex, emotional transition. 
Because too many people feel disoriented, not delighted. 
Because a spreadsheet doesn’t prepare you for a Tuesday morning that feels like an 
existential crisis. 
Because the real work of retirement isn’t about stopping, it’s about starting something that 
matters. 

 

Let’s stop asking, “Are you financially ready to retire?” 

And start asking, “Are you ready to live well without the job title?” 

 
 


